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ORIGIN 25X1X6 SUPPLEMENT 


1. The Berliner Verlag was founded shortly after ‘he oooupa~ 
tion of Berlin by members of the Komite Freies Deutsch- 
land. It was originally supposed to be non-partisan, but 
the Freies Deutschland editors and managers kept it at 
first purely Communist and later purely SED. he firm 
publishes the Berliner Zeitung, the Neue Berliner Lilus= 
trierte Zeitung, and the magazines Start, and ‘oar Dich, 
as wall as several other journals, “either directly or 
through its supervision. 


2. The Freies Deutschland members sent from Mosec to run ths 
organization included Rudolf Herrnstadt, edito-in-chief, 
Gerhard Kegel, his assistant, and a group of former Wehr— 
macht officers who had seen service on the edi. iorial staff 

f the Freies Veutschland newspaper published “or German 

PWs, in Russia. Herrnstadt and Kegel had been refugees in 

Moscow since 1933. The Wehrmacht group, former prisoners 

of war who had entered Russian service, ars: 


a from the 


a. Cartain Wilms, MVD representative on t-< staff, an 
intelligent man with a gift for organi: ation: ang 
a@ convinced Communist; he sarticipated in active 
fighting on the Russian side. 


nielligence to the 


ctobe 
e@ United States. 


b» Ist Lieutenant von Ku gelgen 


c. Major Lewis-Litzmanon, holder of the Rititere- 
kreuz, sent to Germany at the end of J°45 with 
a large sum (described by him variousl as 
eight ‘ox swenty millions) to build up She pub- 
lishing house. 


»  29X1A6a saree Rudolf Horrnstadt ‘is ‘probabl; identical 
with the Herrnstadt who was 9 member of tue Sencliha ae 
group from 1937 on and aiternated between Warsaw and 
Moscow. Wilms is reported in August 1945 as having been 
converted to Communism while oA Russia. Bernt von Stigel- 
cee was reported by two sourseds to be a member of the 
eague of German Officers, and a Wehrmacht captain ase 
Signed to the le3rd Infantry ‘Division. 
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Ota -r nenbers of the Berliner Verlag stuff ure the followings 


a- <Sperbur, original business direetor, who later left 
the firm on political srcunds; now livin: at Drako- 
Strasse 1, Serlin-Licaterfelde west, Uo secvor. 


b. Dr. Zermann sehtitzinser, trade editor until late 
foll 1946, «ho left beenuse he was suspected of 
ascot activity asainst the cst orn Vowers. 


ec. Dr. Harald Lauen, foreicn affairs director for the 
firm, an attuche of the Gorman TUmbassy in .arsaw un- 
til 1939, forner collaborator on Gocbbdcls’ newsSpaser 
Der Angriff. 4s a colleatue of Heinrica von Gleichen, 
he assisted the. Terrnklus in its subsidiary Jungkon- 
servativen Klub and wrote on castern questiows for 
the nagsazine, Der jtins. 


d. Cantauin Léwenstein, Russian, liaison san to Jila 
harlshorst. 


Through its contact with Sila and the sovernacnt of Sranden- 
burg, the Berliner Verlact at tac end of lvto bousht or leased 
an estate, Gut Theresienhol, nuar Saaroweriesko.:. The es- 
tate, 250 acres in arsa, can house ud to 500 guests. It 
is used 2artly as a training school for editors and officials 
and vartly as a recroution center for staff meubers of the 
Verlag. The manazor ig Kirchner, who was active in tac sun- 
mer of 19:15 as a Correunist funetionury in the surline-echlen- 
corr covernnont out was dismissed in septe;:ber ivdy by ameri- 
can authoritics. 25X1A 


Smient: Lirein:r, according to 
source, vas assistant mayor of sehleondorf, dismissed 
for attempting to ainior the liguidution cf CUblcute.) 


Preepublicution censorsaip of Berliner Yerlas issues has 
practically eceas.d. articles on fundanental topies, aowe- 
ever, Still require udvunce aporoval. 


In the fall of 1946, an Sila directive for an apveal to Ger- 
nan nationsalisn broucht forta a clearly nationalistic tone 
in 3.0 oropasinda and an attenst Tren tus Scrliner Verlag 
to launch a Large-cireulition periodical for "“Goruan so- 
cialist intelliscn$sia." Pre ive sditors o/” this new 
organ, Das Neue Scich, were offered the enticin: net salary 
of 1000 IU! per month, clus a cvound of meat or fat and a 
meal ‘aily, and frvse weskends and vacations at -/heresienhot. 
The cultural-political section was assigned to or. terbert 
Iherins, but n@ editor whose nano micnt huve csorried weinht 
in nationalistic cirgles was ever found, Whe mnugazinoe was 
never nublished. 


Cocv;ent: LIherin= was reported in ocitenber 
i340 tO be a nevly-elected severnor of tic Rultur- 
bund; deseribed us a fellow travele4r.) 
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